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Director's Note 
With varying levels of experience relating to people with 
developmental disabilities, the ensemble of this production embarked 
on a journey to find truth in order to create a convincing performance. 
We are grateful to all who shared their stories and information, which 
gave us a wealth of material to incorporate into our rehearsal process. 
From Dan and Jennifer who love to dance to Tom with his creative 
stories, we have met people with whom we have much in common -
hopes, dreams, joys, challenges, and humor. Yet how many times 
have we heard reports of citizens protesting when a group residence is 
planned for their neighborhood? Perhaps this play can encourage us to 
focus on the humanity that we all share, rather than our perceived 
differences, and to value the precious gift of life no matter how it is 
packaged. 
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Special thanks to: 
Robert Gans and members of Community Partners, 
Romona, Phil, and the Cresent Place Group, 
Dan Stevenson of Crescent Place 
Joanne Brimmer for hand puppets, 
Family Patch for flowers, 
Rick Lowell at Casablanca Comics and Games for posters 
Shop n' Save on Forest A venue for the shopping cart 
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Cast Biographies 
Patrick Davis - Arnold Wiggins 
Patrick Davis of North Berwick, is a senior theatre major at USM. His most 
recent roles have been Joey in Tony and Tina's Wedding and Rich in As Is for 
which he received an Irene Ryan nomination. He also recently won best male 
monologue for Talent America in NYC. "I would like to recognize my family for 
Lheir strenglh and support and especially for their unconditional love. It's hard to be 
in another person's shoes. I just hope I am treading a path in which my sister 
would have liked to." 
Christopher Gregson - Lucien P. Smith 
Christopher Gregson of Lovell, is a junior Lhcatre major here at USM. 
Christopher transferred this fall from Emerson College where he was a film major. 
During the summer he directed the full-length play, A Better Understanding, which 
he also co-wrote. Christopher has performed in various high school plays and 
received an award at Fryeburg Academy high school in 1995 for best actor. 
Brian D. Cote - Norman Bulansky 
This is Brian's last year at USM. He was last seen on USM's mainstagc as 
Gideon Bloodgood in The Poor of Portland. Last year he designed the set for 
USM's production of Miss Nowhere Diner at Oak Street Theatre. He received a 
regional ACTF (American College Theatre Festival) award for his design and 
brought his design to Washington DC for Lhc national ACTF. He also designed 
Lhc set for Portland Player's HMS Pinafore in Lhc spring. 
.Jason Bannister - Barry Klemper 
Jason is a junior theatre major from Lewiston. He was a company member 
this summer al the Saxtons River Playhouse in Vermont. He worked on Gypsy, 
Harvey, A Chorus Line, and West Side Story. Past USM credits include Dakota in 
Miss Nowhere Diner, Dirce in Redemption (Irene Ryan Nominee), Ensemble in 
As Is, and dancer/choreographer in the Dance Festival. Regional credits include 
Wilder in Cross-Dressing in the Depression (Oak St. Theatre), Mr. Morse in The 
Nutcracker (Portland Ballet Company), and the featured role in the film It's Official 
(Muskie Institute). Jason was the recipient of the Children's Theater of Maine 
Scholarship for 1997. Jason's next project is Silvius in As You Like It, directed 
by Minor Rootcs. He would like to dedicate his performances to Hclmoot. 
Leslie Guerin - Jackie 
Leslie is a junior theatre major here at USM. This summer she traveled to 
London to study Readers Theatre and found it extremely rewarding. After stage 
managing and assistant directing The Magic Flute last semester, Leslie is very 
happy to be up on stage. Thank you's with love going out to her entire family "for 
always being here when I need you!" 
Danielle Estes - Sheila 
Danielle, of Skowhegan, is a senior Lhcatrc major al USM. Her previous roles 
al USM include Ismcnc in Oh! Antigone, the Head in Pippin, Suzanne in The 
Marriage of Figaro, the Little Miss in La Ronde, and the Monk in The Rokujo 
Lady's Passion. This summer Danielle Played Sylvia (the dog) in Sylvia at 
Lakewood Theatre. She also placed as a semi-finalist in the Irene Ryan scholarship 
award acting competition. 
Caleb Wilson - Mr. Klemper 
Caleb, of Harpswell, is a sophomore theatre major wilh a minor in education 
at USM. He performed in various high school roles. This is his debut on the 
USM stage and he would like to thank Victor Villian. 
Samantha Kinne - Mrs. Fremus, Mrs. Warren, and Clara 
Samantha, of Cumberland is a freshman theatre major at USM. She performed 
last with USM when she was in the eighth grade in The Visit. Recently she 
performed with the Originals in The Wiz al the Saco River Grange Hall. Special 
Lhanks to Wil Kilroy and the rest of Lhc cast for their support. 
.Joel P. Walker - Mr. Corbin, Sen. Clarke, and Mr. Hedges 
Joel, from Millinocket, is a criminology major at USM. Joel has never been 
in a play before or had any theatre experience, but he is not too scared. He would 
like Lo give special thanks Lo his family, friends, and "Positive Reinforcement 
Man" for coming out and enjoying the show. 
* - * 
Design and Technical Staff 
Wil Kilroy - Director 
As a director, Wil's productions have ranged from Nunsense at Maine's Strawflower 
Theatre to Look Back in Anger in Venice, California to the upcoming Mame at 
Schoolhouse Arts Center. His various acting roles include Tom in the musical 
Pulp Alley for New York's West Bank Theatre, Philip in the Hollywood premiere 
of Hotel Universe, and the daytime serials All My Children and As the World 
Turns. Locally he has been seen as Bruce in Vintage Repertory's Beyond Therapy, 
Joe DiMaggio in Insignificance at Madhorse Theatre, in The Nerd at the Chocolate 
Church and wilh Ogunquil's Shenanigans Productions - where he has also directed. 
Wil's USM productions of A Midsummer Night's Dream, Everything Sprite and 
Purple Breasts were chosen for competition in the American College Theater 
Festival, with "Sprite" also chosen for performance at New York's Village Gate. 
Purple Breasts was chosen for a performance in Washington, D.C. for the National 
Breast Cancer Coalition and received the Moss Hart Award. Wil has been a 
Kennedy Center scholarship recipient, studied at Lhe American Academy of 
Dramatic Art and National Shakespeare Conservatory in New York, and holds 
theatre degrees from Lhe University of Rhode Island and the University of Illinois. 
Thomas C. Vail - Scenic Design 
Tom has been in Maine all his life. He was the technical director of USM for four 
years during the early 80's. He has worked with most of the theatres in Southern 
Maine, including Schoolhouse Arts Center, Biddeford City Theatre, Portland 
Players, Portland Stage Company and most recently he was the T.D. at Mad Horse 
Theatre two seasons ago where he designed Oh Coward and Misery. He is also the 
T.D. of the Decrtrccs Theatre in Harrison. He is very happy Lo be back at USM. 
Special Thanks To: his wife, Mari, and their children John, David, Christa and 
Jared. 
Susan E. Picinich - Costume Designer 
Susan joined the USM Department of Theatre faculty in 1987 and has since 
designed costumes for 42 University productions. She has an MFA degree from the 
University of Michigan and previously taught at SUNY Albany and Western 
Illinois University. This season Susan is coordinating costumes for Crazy for You 
at the Walnut Street Theatre in Philadelphia. She is a member of the ensemble at 
Mad Horse Theatre and most recently designed their production of Scarlet Letter and 
this year's production of Hamlet. Other credits include six seasons al Maine State 
Music Theatre: Sweeney Todd and Tommy in 1997, Chamberlain and Evita in 
1996. In New York, Susan supervised the costume shop at ManhaLtan Theatre 
Club, did craft work for Broadway's Beauty and the Beast, and worked on the films 
The Juror and Sabrina. 
Jamie Grant - Lighting Designer 
Jamie is a senior theatre major currently in his last semester at USM. 
Previous design credits include S.P.A.'s Redemption, La Ronde, Miss Nowhere 
Diner, Purple Breasts, and Esduardo Mariscal's Nightmare on I fell Street. He is 
also currently the master electrician at Mad Horse Theatre. 
Wendy E. Getchell - Assistant Director 
Wendy, of Portland, is a theatre major at USM with a concentration in 
directing and choreography. Previous roles at USM include: Midsummer Night's 
Dream (Mustardsccd), Quilters (Daughter), Oh Antigone! (Chorus Leader), Purple 
Breasts (Doctor Harris), Sweet River (Sylvan), and A Dream of Canaries 
(Dcsaparacido). Choreography credits include: the 1995 and 1996 Dance Festivals, 
and A Dream of Canaries. A recipient of the Chris Meanor Scholarship (dance), 
Wendy danced with Randy James of Dance Works at this summer's Portland Dance 
Festival. 
Charles S. Kading - Production Manager 
Charles has taught design and stagecraft at USM for 18 years. His professional 
credits include Goodnight Desdemona (Good Morning Juliet), Dark River, and 
Keely and Du for Mad Horse Theatre; My Fair lady and Cabaret for Maine State 
Music Theatre; Big River and Cabaret for Philadelphia's Walnut Street Theater; and 
Noises Off and Blithe Spirit at the Alabama Shakespeare Festival. He also worked 
extensively at The Alley Theater in Houston where his credits include the US 
premiere of Alan Ayckbourne's Henceforward. In addition, Charles has designed 
scenery for the SeatLle Repertory Theatre, Intiman Theatre, Cabaret Repertory 
Theatre and Portland Stage. He is currently chair of the Theatre Department. 
Jep Lombard - Stage Manager 
Jcp is a senior at USM from Portland with a double major in theatre and 
geography-anthropology. Her previous roles al USM include prop master for 
Rokujo Lady's Passion, Magic Flute,and The Flies. She was a light board operator 
for La Ronde, and dresser for The Magic Flute. Other experience includes props 
intern at the Maine State Music Theatre in the summer of 1996. She was a dresser 
for Vintage Repertory Co. in My Mother Said I Never Should, November 1996. 
She would like LO thank Shelley and her Mother. 
Elizabeth Chambers - Assistant Stage Manager 
Elizabeth or Orono is a freshman theatre major at USM. She recently played 
Rizzo in Grease at Orono High School. She also played Quince in a one-act 
version of A Midsummer Night's Dream, which won The All Festival Cast Award 
at the 1997 One-Act Festival in Ellsworth. 
Christenia Alden - Kinne - Costume Shop Supervisor 
Christcnia has worked with the USM Department of Theatre for the past 15 years 
both as an insLructor and as supervisor of the costume shop. A graduate or 
Whitman College in Walla Walla, Wash., Chris did graduate work at the University 
of California at Davis and Trinity Univcrsily through the Dallas Theater Center, 
focusing bolh in acling and costume design. As playwrighl and composer she 
proudly presented her musical fantasy, Sweet River, last year at USM, Dccrtrccs 
Theatre and at the Maine Festival. Design credits include As Is, Romeo and Juliet, 
Pericles, Grapes of Wrath and Poor of Portland. 
James P. Anderson - Master Electrician 
James, of Kiucry, is a senior theatre major at USM. Previous experience 
includes being a carpenter at PorLland Stage Co., lighting grip at Portland Stage 
Co. , master electrician al UMFK , lighting designer for the USM Student Theatre 
Ensemble and for the USM Dance Festival , lighting designer/roadie for Gypsy 
Amber, a touring rock band , director of Rumplestiltskin for UMFK drama club 
and a stage manager for The Glass Menagerie at UMFK. Other experience 
at USM includes playing Zeus in The Flies, Teddy Brewster in Arsenic and Old 
Lace, and a policeman in Tartuffe. He also played Howard Benedict in Applause, a 
chair pusher in Our Town, and The Miller in Rumplestiltskin. 
the kennedy center 
amerioan college 
theater featiT&l 
The Kennedy Center 
American College Theatre Festival XXX 
Presented and produced by the John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts. Supported in part by The 
Kennedy Center Corporate Fund, The U.S. Department of 
Education, Ryder System 
This production is entered in the Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival 
(KC/ACTF). The aims of this national theater education program arc to identify and 
promote quality in collcgc-lcvcl theater production. To this end, each production entered 
is eligible for a response by a regional KC/ACTF representative, and certain students arc 
selected to participate in KC/ACTF programs involving awards, scholarships, and 
special grants for actors, playwrighL,, designers, and critics at both the regional and 
national levels. 
Productions entered on the Participating level arc eligible for inclusion at the KC/ACTF 
regional festival and can also be considered for invitation to the KC/ACTF national 
festival at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, DC, in 
the spring of 1998. 
Last year more than 900 productions and 18,000 students participated in the American 
College Theater Festival nationwide. By entering this production, our department is 
sharing in the KC/ACTF goals to help college theater grow and to focus attention on the 
exemplary work produced in college and university theaters across the nation. 
